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	 The Chinook Jargon was a language universal in British Columbia in the 1800s and early 1900s. When it comes to the vocabulary of this language, it is grammatically very simplified, making it a pidgin language. The simplified grammar made it easier for diverse communities to communicate with each other, especially when trading as the language is based on Lower Chinook, Nuu-chah-nulth, French, English, some contributions of Salishan, and other Indigenous languages. This diversity allows this pidgin language to be universal as it is spoken in the regions of Alaska, The Yukon, Washington State, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, and Northern California. However, there are differences between the Chinook Jargon Dialect and the French Language. Firstly, it retains a “tl-“ sound which derives from a whispered “L,” called lateral fricative which is pronounced by directing airstream around the sides of the tongue, making it unfamiliar to the French language. Essentially, they make different sounds in an unrecognized way when pronouncing certain words. Secondly, there is no standard spelling convention, meaning words are generally spelled phonetically. Though, there are some similarities between the two languages. Firstly, the Chinook Jargon Dialect adopts the Subject-Verb-Object of the French language and not the Verb-Subject-Object of the original Lower Chinook language. In other words, they use the same order of words as French speakers use. Secondly, until the French language contributed vast amounts of words to the language, the Chinook Jargon language adopted the Québécois accent, one of many accents used in Québec. Lastly, many words retrain the definite article, which is used before the noun to let the readers know the identity of the noun, which is also used in the French language. Researching further, here are some interesting facts about the history of this language. The Chinook Jargon Dialect has only about 700 words in its vocabulary. Though this may be small, this allows diverse communities to communicate with each other. In fact, the language was learned by early Chinese immigrants. In 1875, it was estimated that around 100,000 people could speak this language. The language was used in newspaper advertising, court testimony, and everyday conversations from Northern California to British Columbia. However, throughout the early 20th century, the language declined rapidly. This is due to an increase in English-speaking settlers, residential schools destroying the language and culture, and many fatal diseases eliminating the speakers. 
